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DEPARTMENT OF HERITAGE TELANGANA, GOVT. OF TELANGANA
Research and Restoration Project Under Taken By : DECCAN HERITAGE ACADEMY TRUST, Hyderabad, India

DECCAN

HERITAGE
ACADEMY TRUST

MUDUMAL
MEGALITHIC MENHIRS SITE

ANCIENT SITE WITH ARCHAEOASTRONOMICAL FEATURES

Mudumal (16.379011N 77.411130E), located in the Krishna Mandal, Narayanpet District, Telangana, has one of the
largest Megalithic site in India. Here, we find 80 tall Menhirs, which measure about 10 to 15 feet in height, and more than 2000
boulders arranged in different formations. The whole extent of the site was originally about 80 acres. It must have taken
several decades or even centuries to build this remarkable complex, and these monuments are more than 3000 years old.
Some of the taller Menhirs and the Boulders are arranged to form exact rows known as ‘Alignments’. Some of these rows
have been observed to synchronize exactly with the rising and setting Sun on the days of Solar significance, like the Solstice
and Equinox. Probably the ancient community was using such alignments to predict the commencement of seasons. Further,
there are also depictions of the star constellations, like the Ursa Major or ‘Saptarshi Mandala’ and Leo formed with ‘Cup
Marks'. In one of the depiction, they have even shown the ‘North Star’ or ‘Dhruva Nakshatra’. These Archaeoastronomical
evidence points to the advanced astronomical knowledge of the ancient Megalithic community living in Telangana. These
constellations are the earliest depictions of the night sky in entire south Asia. The site also can be rated as the earliest ancient
Astronomical observatory.

DEPICTION OF ANCIENT NIGHT SKY

Here, on this bedrock, you can notice a rare depiction of Night Sky showing Ursa Major and
Leo Constallations apart from the ‘North Star’ or the ‘Pole Star’, depicted using ‘Cup Marks'.
These depictions, which are about 3000 years old, are the earliest depictions of the night sky
from the entire south Asia know so far. Ursa Major was important for ancient communities all
over the world, as one can identify North Star or the ‘Pole Star’ with the help of Ursa Major. The
top two stars of the constellation, known as ‘Dubhe’ and ‘Merak’ always point to north or ‘Pole
Star’, when we draw an imaginary line through them. It is interesting to note that, here the ‘Pole
Star’ is positioned exactly in line with Dubhe and Merak and even relative distance is maintained.
This depiction indicates their Astronomical knowledge and that the ancient Megalithic people
living here could determine the exact orientations with the help of stars.

L. VENATICL |

URSA MAJOR STAR MAP

Here, on this stone, the Megalithic people have depicted the Ursa Major Constellation, which
is also known as ‘Great Bear’ constellation using ‘Cup Marks'. In Indian tradition the constellation
is known as ‘Saptarshi Mandalam’ as there are seven prominent stars in the Constellation. Ursa
Major was important for ancient communities all over the world, as one can identify North Star or
the ‘Pole Star’ with the help of Ursa Major. The top two stars known as ‘Dubhe’ and ‘Merak’
always point to north or ‘Pole Star’, when we draw an imaginary line through them. Itis remarkable
that, in this depiction the two ‘Cup Marks’ representing Dubhe and Merak point exactly to north.
Here, we find Ursa Major along with the other peripheral stars. This depiction not only indicates
the Astronomical knowledge of the Megalithic community living here, but also their ability to
determine exact orientations some 3000 years ago. Further, you can also see nearby, the
‘Stone Circles’ which contain the burial remains along with the offerings like pottery and metal
objects. If you carefully observe the boulders around the place, you can notice some of them
arranged in straight lines known as ‘Alignments’.

Research and Restoration DECCAN HERITAGE ACADEMY TRUST, Hyderabad, India
Project Under Taken By : “BHOOPATI SADAN’, 3-6-716, Street: 12, Himayatnagar,
Hyderabad-500029, Telangana, INDIA
Mob : +91 9848044713, Email : heritagedeccan@gmail.com
SITE: Mudumal (V), Krishna (M), Narayanpet (Dt), Telangana State, India
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Fax: 040-27635644Mobile: 9030626288
E-mail: desk.deccan@gmail.com website : www.deccanland.com
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Department of Heritage Telangana and
Scientific Committee of
Deccan Heritage Academy Trust
Visited MUDUMAL MEGALITHIC
MENHIRS SITE On 21.12.2023.
Er. Vedakumar Manikonda and Prof. K.P. Rao |
gave presentation to the committee
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Grammar High School PeRFOMMANCE

JUNIORS

—— grow naturally —

2023-24 °
Admissions

OPEN

We make
school time the
best time for
your kids

At OGS Juniors, all the children are given a warm,
safe, and stimulating environment so that they
can grow to become individuals while exploring,
imagining, creating, and playing.

+ Loving atmosphere & play ground
+ CCTV surveillance

« Certified teachers & caring staff

« Kids zone & play area

+ Interactive & Value based Learning

CARING TEACHERS & STAFF ECO-FRIENDLY PRACTICES

Your child will get the best care and attention We let the children play with nature

friendly material

HUGE PLAYGROUND INTERACTIVE LEARNING

Your child will get lots of fresh air and playtime Our trusted method helps your child
communicate and learn with ease.
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